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but the French Empire entirely at the mercy of the German
and Italian Dictators. "Not only would the French people
be held down and forced to work against their ally., says Mr.
Churchill, "not only would the soil of France be used with
the approval of the Bordeaux Government as the means of
attacking their ally, but the whole resources of the French
Empire and of the French Navy would speedily pass into the
hands of the adversary for the fulfilment of his purpose." The
British will be able to carry on the war to a successful con-
clusion. "When Great Britain is victorious," he continues,
"she will, in spite of the action of the Bordeaux Government,
cherish the cause of the French people, and a British victory
is the only possible hope for the restoration of the greatness of
France and the freedom of its people," He concludes: "Brave
men from other countries overrun by Nazi invasion are stead-
fastly fighting in the ranks of freedom. Accordingly His
Majesty's Government call upon all Frenchmen outside the
power of the enemy to aid them in their task and thereby ren-
der its accomplishment more sure and more swift."
Following the issuance of Mr. Churchill's statement, the
British War Cabinet sits for two and a half hours to deter-
mine how best to defend the British Isles and Empire now
that the French capitulation has left them fighting alone
against Germany and Italy.
The Bordeaux Government meets at 11:30 A.M. with Presi-
dent Lebrun presiding. Pierre Laval is appointed Minister
of State and Vice-Premier, and M. Adrien Marquet is ap-
pointed Minister of State. M. Laval states in an interview that